INTRODUCTION
A high degree of care is taken in the melting, casting, working and inspection of nickel base alloys for gas turbine parts, thus maintaining the number ard size of metallurgical defects to a minimum. This effort is not surprising since the majority of these materials were initially developed for aero-engines which have always demanded the highest integrity in terms of performance, reliability and safety.
In the wake of their aeronautical counterparts, the manufacturers of industrial gas turbines have adopted many of the same nickel base alloys and their standards. However, the increase in size of industrial sets has rapidly outpaced that of vehicular units and materials developed for essentially small scale pieces are now being adopted for much larger components. 
